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To the officers and crews who sailed on the ships built in Hingham,

we salute and honor your courage and resolve in the face of incredible
danger and of the unknown.

To those from all across New England, who toiled night and.-day in
the Shipyard itself to build vessels better and faster than they ever were
before, we thank you for' helping put a swiftend to a horrible war.

To those residents of Hingham, and all U.S. citizens, who gave so
much - opening their homes to soldiers, sailors and pilots; doing
without little daily’essentials; volunteering their time to all manner of

war-related causes, we appreciate your every endeavor.

* * %

May the Hingham Shipyard and the town of Hingham be long
remembered for their incredible contributions and may all who visit
here come to understand that what you did really mattered.

As the U.S. entered WWII, allied ships were in short
supply. A new naval shipyard would be needed. Hingham
was ideal because it provided easy access to deep water and
because a natural buffer protected it from potential attacks

by the Germans.

Virtually overnight in the winter and spring of 1942, a vast tract
of land that was home to woodlands, a polo field, an airstrip, a
dude ranch, a restaurant, family farms, and a variety of private
homes and small businesses was leveled, cleared and turned
into a major industrial complex. Train lines were diverted and

extended to allow supplies and workers access to the Shipyard.

This small tight-knit community of about 8,000 residents
would suddenly find itself playing host to nearly three
times its own population on a daily basis. At the height
of production, 23,882 workers would be employed at the
Bethlehem-Hingham Shipyard.

* * K

-rhree types of ships were built in the Bethlehem-Hingham
Shipyard between 1942 and 1945. The first was the LCl or
Landing Craft - Infantry, used to deliver small groups of

soldiers during beachhead assaults.

The second, and most heralded, was the DE or Destroyer
Escort. These ships were fast and they were outfitted with
special s armaments to locate and sink German
U-boats.

Finally there was the LST or Landing Ship Tank that was so
crucial to the D-Day invasion forces of June 6, 1944. These
flatbottom boats could each deliver up to 1,000 troops or the

equivalent of 8-10 tanks or other materials to a landing site.

* K K

In a ceremony attended by more than 5,000 employees, the

Under Secretary of the Navy presented Hingham Shipyard with
the Army-Navy “E” Award for its outstanding contributions.
From 1942 to 1945 more than 227 ships were built by the em-

ployees of the Bethlehem-Hingham Shipyard, far outdistancing
all goals set by the U.S. Navy.




HISTORIC PANELS AT HINGHAM SHIPYARD
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Throughout the site discover several historical panels and displays detailing the history of Hingham Shipyard:
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